
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of  Advent 
Holy Eucharist II 

 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

3245 Central Ave 
Memphis TN 38111-4409 

 
Phone: 901-323-8597 
stjohnsmemphis.org 
/stjohnsmemphis 

† Welcome † 
 

Updated Safety Protocols: 
Per the new Shelby County health directive, in consultation with the Medical Guild, Vestry and approval of the Rector, face masks 

are optional for the fully vaccinated and recommended for the unvaccinated when indoors at Saint John’s.    

Please take a moment to silence your cell phone or other electronic devices. 
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10:30AM & 5:30PM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prelude                                      Orgelbüchlein, BWV 599, 600, 612                  J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
               
Introit                             Populus Sion                       Plainsong, Tone VII, anon. 

Populus Sion, ecce Dominus veniet ad salvandas gentes: et auditam faciet Dominus gloriam vocis suae in laetitia cordis vestri. Qui regis Israel, 
intende: qui deducis, velut ovem, Joseph. Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto, sicut era in principio, et nunc, et semper, et in saecula  

saeculorum. Amen. 
 

(People of Sion, behold the Lord shall come to save the nations, and the Lord shall make the glory of his voice to be heard in 
the joy of your heart. Give ear, you that rules Israel, that leads Joseph like a sheep. Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.) 
 

 

Processional Hymn 66 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus                                               Tune: Stuttgart 

 

Children’s Chapel: Children ages 3 up to 5th-grade are invited to follow the junior acolyte leading the banner out of the nave to the back of the 
church, where we will gather for an extended Children’s Chapel. Children will enjoy a curriculum of Godly Play and Weaving God’s Promises 

before returning to their families at the Peace. 
 

  
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
  

The Celebrant says                                                                         BCP p. 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Lord, Have Mercy S 96                                                          arr. Richard Proulx (1934-2010)

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
  People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
 

Collect of the Day  
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Collect for Nicholas, Bishop of Myra  
Grant, Almighty God, that your church may be so inspired by the example of your servant Nicholas of Myra, that 
it may never cease to work for the welfare of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help 
of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

First Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (choir and congregation)                                                                                      William Crotch (1775-1847)  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Second Lesson Romans 15:4-13 
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might con-
firm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is writ-
ten, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again 
Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn 76 
 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry                                    Tune: Winchester New 

 

The final verse of the Sequence Hymn is sung immediately following the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abra-
ham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

1. Give the King your | justice, O | God,* 

   And your | righteousness to the | Kïng’s | Son; 
 

2. That he may rule your | people | righteously* 

    ____ | and the | poor with | justice; 
 

3. That the mountains may bring pros- | -perity  to  

    the | people,* 

   And the | little | hills bring | righteousness. 
 

4. He shall defend the needy a- | -mong the |  

    people;* 

    He shall rescue the | poor and | crush the op- | 

    pressor. 
 

5. He shall live as long as the sun and | moon  

     en- | -dure,* 

    From one gene- | -ration | to an- | -other. 

6. He shall come down like rain upon the | möwn  

    | field,* 

     Like | showers that | water the | earth. 
 

7. In his time shall the | righteous | flourish;* 

    There shall be abundance of peace till the |  

    moon shall | be no | more. 
 

18. Blesséd be the Lord God, the | God of |  

      Israel,* 

      Who a- | -lone does | wondrous | deeds! 
 

†19.  And blesséd be his glorious | Name for- | -  

ever! 

       And may all the earth be filled with his glory. | 

Amen. | Ä- | -men. 
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thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.” 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                      The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III 
 

Nicene Creed (In unison)  

Prayers of the People, Form IV  BCP p. 388 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
  Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
            

On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living   
           and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  
 Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  
  glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic   
 Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
  of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

  

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name 
may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 
and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of oth-
ers and to your honor and glory.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and  
grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one an-
other as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially 
Mark Bradshaw and Sally Westervelt, that your will for 
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with 
all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
  
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
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Prayers of the People Cont. 
 

I ask your prayers for those on our parish prayer list including Libby Franklin Brown, Mary Ann Chandler,  
Evelyn Chapman, Dodie Cheairs, Sara Chumney, Lawrence Cowart, Scott Edge, Keith Hartman,  Sandra Ireland, Frank 
Jackson, George Jefferson, Charlie Lewis, Terry Melvin, Eleanor Miller, T. V. Miller, Rob Neal,  Cindy Pace,  
Wilma Ridner, Terry Rutherford, Aidan Robinson, Terry Brown Robertson, John Robertson, Vic Rutherford,  
Kevin Scheuner, Greg Smithers, Anne Speer, Nancy Tarrant, Sylvia Taylor, Laurie Thornton Shannon, and Dot Work. 
 

The Peace  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Anthem                                                     Dearest Lord Jesu           J. S. Bach, ed. Charles Kennedy Scott (1876-1965) 
Dearest Lord Jesu, oh why dost Thou tarry? Come now for I am of waiting so weary, Come now and comfort my heart 
in despair, Take me from misery, sorrow and care. Come now, Lord Jesu, why dost Thou tarry? Come now for I am of 

waiting so weary. Deck Thee, oh deck Thee, meet garment prepare Thee, Keep thy lamp burning, and oil ever near thee, 
Ready, faithful one, fit for the Feast At midnight call for thee, oh wedding guest. Come now, Lord Jesu, why dost Thou 

tarry? Come now for I am of waiting so weary. 
 

 

Presentation Hymn 380, verse 3 
 From all that dwell below the skies                                Tune: Old 100th 

 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                        BCP p. 367 
Celebrant:        The Lord be with you. 

 People:           And also with you. 

 Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts. 

 People:           We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People:           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus S 130                                                                  arr. Richard Proulx 
 

Memorial Acclamation S 136                                                           adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933) 
 

Great Amen S 143                                                adapt. Mason Martens 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                                                                                                                 BCP p. 364 
 

Agnus Dei S 164                                         arr. Richard Proulx 
 
 

The Communion of the People: We welcome all baptized Christians to the altar rail for bread and wine. You may 1) sip the chalice by 
guiding the chalice to your lips or 2) have the chalice bearer dip (intinct) the bread for you. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Prayers 
for healing and thanksgiving are offered in the Lady Chapel. 
 

Communion Hymn 332 
 O God, unseen yet ever near                                            Tune: St. Flavian 
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer (in unison)  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

 

   
  

 

Confession of  Sin and Absolution                                                                                                                      BCP p. 360 
 

Officiant:                         Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Officiant and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and    
                                        deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you    
                                        with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and  
                                        we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
                                        that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Officiant:                Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,    
                                        strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
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High Altar 

 

    In Honor of Wilma Ridner’s Birthday    
By John, Susan, and Marie Peeples 

 
 

Ministers In Service 

Preacher________________________________________________________________The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III 
Celebrant ______________________________________________________________ The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III 
Lectors            
 10:30  _____________________________________________________________________Erin Raccah, George Gully 
    5:30 ______________________________________________________________________________Andrew Morgret 
Eucharistic Ministers ________________________________ George Gully, Madeline Bradley, Lynn Bugg, Chuck Woodall 
Verger  _______________________________________________________________________________Lucy Blackwell  
Ushers   __________________________________________________________________Team 1, Leader: Hugh Mallory 
Altar Guild _______________________________________________________________ Team 3, Leader: Susan Peeples 
Medical Guild  _____________________________________________________________Ara Hanissian, Gina Hanissian  
St. Julian Guild ________________________________________________________Brad Trammell, Courtney McAllister  
Live Stream__________________________________________________________________________Jennifer Williams  
Acolytes__________________ Team, St. John: Gates Luton, George Luton, Alex Smith, Claire Ledbetter, Whitney Robbins 
Organist-Choirmaster ________________________________________________________________Dr. Vernon Snyder 

Choir of Saint John’s 

Soprano 
Katherine Barnwell 
Sarah Pratcher 
Alyce Tarver Wells 
 

Alto 
Kim Mullins 
Sarah Wilkinson 
 
 

Tenor 
Dillon Burnette 
Caleb Pratcher 
Bruce Smedley 
Rachel Wilson 

Bass 
E. Alston Meeks, Jr. 
Warner Moore 
Lily Erin Parker 
Dominick White  

Altar Flowers  

Given to the Glory of God 

Recessional Hymn 65 
 Prepare the way, O Zion                                                     Tune: Bereden väg för Herran 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                   Toccata in g, POP 283, No. 3     Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
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VESTRY 

STAFF 

In Memory of Tommy Austin 
By Gaye and Haywood Henderson 

 

In Memory Walter Broadfoot 
By Gaye and Haywood Henderson 

 

In Memory of Clay Whittle 
By Gaye and Haywood Henderson 

 

Birthdays December 4—December 10 

(5) Richard Murff, Neely Trammell, Michael Turley, Sr.,  
      CeCe Turley, Will McGhee III 
(6) Alise Hanissian, Courtenay McAllister,  
     Henning Meriwether 
(7) John Brand, Jennifer Robinson, Linda Banks 
(8) Michael Calhoun, Hunt Campbell 
(9) Graydon Hobson, Mac Fenton 

(10) Charlotte Rooke, Philip Lewis,  
       Bill Brandon, Sr. 
       

Memorials and Honorariums 
Given to the Glory of God 

The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III, Rector 
The Rev. Debbie McCanless, Deacon 
The Rev. Robert L. Van Doren, Jr., Assisting Priest 
Dr. Vernon Snyder, Organist-Choirmaster 
Antoinette Cheney, Parish Administrator 
Penny Vincent, Financial Manager 
Allison Pace, Director of  Parish Family 
India Rose, Communication Administrator 

Michel Swanigan, Director of Parish Life Center 
Marcia Noordemeer, Director of Parent’s Day Out 
Leigh Robinson, Nursery Coordinator, Financial Assistant 
Kenny Turner, Facilities Manager 

Stanley Ward, Sexton 

Class of 2022 
Cathey Alexander 

Richard Friary, Senior Warden 
Wilson Pace 

Judson Williford 
Gina Yauger 

Class of 2023 
Dorothy Burke 
Philip Freeburg 

Veazey Krausnick 
Terry Robertson 

Caroline Smith, Junior Warden 

Class of 2024 
Ben Bricken 
Lauren Carr 
Abbay Curtis 
Erin Raccah 

Brad Trammell 
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stjohnsmemphis.org 
3245 Central Ave, Memphis TN 38111-4409 

Office hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am 4:30pm 
(901) 323-8597 

 For contactless giving: 
 

Text 

to (901) 329-3645 

Connect with us: 

Announcements     
 

Advent Candles Will Be Available for Purchase Today! 
Stop by the Parish Hall to pick up yours while supplies lasts. Candles are $20 each.  
 
 

Christmas Flowers 
Memorialize or honor loved ones with a donation for Christmas altar flowers. The donation amount is $50 
to help decorate the Church and Chapel for Christmas. A list of these gifts will be acknowledged in the 
Christmas worship leaflets. Email india@stjohnsmemphis.org and mail a check, or make your  
submission and payment by scanning the QR code by December 20. 
 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringers Wanted! 
Each year, Saint John’s parishioners sign up to ring the Salvation Army Kettle Bell at the Kroger located at 
Poplar Plaza. You will discover that the blessing received is not only for the Salvation Army, but also for 
the bell ringers themselves. Bell Ringers are needed Saturdays, December 3-24 for 2-hour shifts  
between 10AM – 6 PM. To sign up scan the QR and contact John Peeples at 901-497-2218 for more  
information. 
 

 
 

Music at Saint John's: Fall Concert Featuring Dr. Vernon Snyder,  December 6 at 7:00 PM 
Our very own Organist-Choirmaster, Dr. Vernon Snyder, will perform for our fourth concert of Music at Saint John's! 
Be sure to support on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:00 PM as he plays the music of Bach, Buxtehude, and Muffat.  
 

Outreach Dinner for Special Friends Club: December 11 at 4:30 PM 
Meet us at All Saints Episcopal Church at 4:30 PM for a special holiday dinner with our Special Friends. Please bring a 
dish. 
 

Lessons and Carols: December 11 at 5:00 PM 
Join us for our much-anticipated Service of Lessons & Carols, popularized by King's College, Cambridge, and filled with 
some of the most beautiful and inspirational music of the Advent season."  

 
 
 

 

New Advent Study: Adult Formation & Community Sundays, 9:15 AM in the Parish Hall 
Join us for a special Advent study, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus," for the next (3) Sundays! 
 

Stewardship 2023  
We're thrilled to announce that you can now make your pledge electronically via our new Online Pledge 
Card! Make your pledge for 2023 today by scanning the QR code. 
 
Sign-up Slots are Open for Lunch Donations to Hospitality Hub! 
We're now providing and serving lunch to the Wednesday Work Local crew of 12 people at the Hospitality Hub locat-
ed at 590 Washington Avenue. Food should be delivered by 11 AM, so the pickup times will be 10:30-10:45 AM in St. 
John's parking lot. See parish email for link to sign up. 
 
Blanket Drive for Manna House and Emmanuel Center 
The Emmanuel Center and Manna House are in need of new blankets to distribute to children and adults 
throughout our community.  Please sign up using the QR code and drop off blankets in the Tower Room 
or near elevator outside the Bride’s room.  


