
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany  

 

January 29, 2023 
10:30 AM  & 5:30 PM 

Holy Eucharist II 
 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
3245 Central Ave 

Memphis TN 38111-4409 
 

Phone: 901-323-8597 
stjohnsmemphis.org 
/stjohnsmemphis 

† Welcome † 
 

Updated Safety Protocols: 
Per the new Shelby County health directive, in consultation with the Medical Guild, Vestry and approval of the Rector, face masks 

are optional for the fully vaccinated and recommended for the unvaccinated when indoors at Saint John’s.    

Please take a moment to silence your cell phone or other electronic devices. 
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10:30 AM & 5:30 PM HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 
 
Prelude                                  Christe, aller Welt Trost, BWV 673 – Kyrie, Gott heiliger Geist, BWV 674   J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
               

 
 

Processional Hymn 656 
 Blest are the pure in heart                                 Tune: Franconia  
 

Children’s Chapel: Children ages 3 up to 5th-grade are invited to follow the junior acolyte leading the banner out of the nave to the back of the 
church, where we will gather for an extended Children’s Chapel. Children will enjoy a curriculum of Godly Play and Weaving God’s Promises 

before returning to their families at the Peace. 
 
 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says                                                                         BCP p. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
Gloria S 280                                                           Robert Powell (b. 1932) 

 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

  People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 
 
 
 

Collect of the Day  

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of 
your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

First Lesson       Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you moun-
tains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his 
people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” “With what 
shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15 Choir and Congregation                                                                          Richard Massey (1798-1883) 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where 
is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 
He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sequence Hymn 440 
 Blessed Jesus, at thy word                                          Tune: Liebster Jesu  

 
 

The final verse of the Sequence Hymn is sung immediately following the reading of the Gospel.  
 

 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 
 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began 
to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hun-
ger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
   People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

1. Lord, who may | dwell in your | tabernacle? * 
    Who may abide up - | on your | holy | hill? 
 
2. Whoever leads a blameless life and | does what is |  
              right, * 
    Who | speaks the | truth from his | heart.  
 
3. There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no | evil to  
               his | friend; * 
    He does not heap con - | tempt up - | on his |  
               neighbor. 
 

4. In his sight the | wicked is re - | jected, * 
    But he honors| those who | fear the | Lord.  

5. He has sworn to | do no | wrong * 
    And | does not take | back his | word. 
 
6. He does not give his money in | hope of | gain, * 

Nor does he take a | bribe a - | gainst the |  
innocent.  

 
†7. Whoever | does these | things *  
       shall | never be | over - | thrown. 
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The Sermon                                                                                                        The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III 
 

Nicene Creed (In unison) 

  

 
Prayers of the People, Form IV                                                                         BCP p. 388 
 

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
  Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living   
           and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  
 Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  
  glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic   
 Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  
  of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name 
may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 
and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of oth-
ers and to your honor and glory.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and  
grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one an-
other as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
 

 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially    
Ellen Lewis Fortas, that your will for them may be  
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints 
in your eternal kingdom. 
  

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

 
 

We pray for our Associate Rector Search, that God will 
lead the right priest to Memphis to join us at the corner of 
Central and Greer.  
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our strategic planning process. Give us a vi-
sion, O God, and give us the strength to answer your call 
to us. Give us discerning hearts and minds as we seek to 
follow you in the path you will set before us. 
 

 

 Silence  
 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 
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Prayers of the People Continued                                                                                                                             BCP p. 388 
I ask your prayers for those on our parish prayer list including Larry Bell, Ceylon Blackwell, Libby Franklin Brown,  
Emily Canter ,Mary Ann Chandler, Evelyn Chapman, Sara Chumney, Lawrence Cowart, Kip Edge, Scott Edge, Lucas Ellis, 
Sandra Ireland, George Jefferson, Charlie Lewis, Terry Melvin, Maryan Mercer, Eleanor Miller, T. V. Miller, Rob Neal,  
Cindy Pace, Herman Patterson, Wilma Ridner, Vic Rutherford, Kevin Scheuner, Amy Shinebarger, Jennifer Smith,  
Greg Smithers, Anne Speer, Sylvia Taylor, Laurie Thornton Shannon, and Dot Work.  
 
 

Confession of  Sin and Absolution                                                                                                                      BCP p. 360 
 

Officiant:                         Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Officiant and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and    
                                        deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you    
                                        with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and  
                                        we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
                                        that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Officiant:                Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,    
                                        strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace  
 

 

Vestry Installation  
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

 
 

 

Anthem                       Teach Me, O Lord                  Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 
 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the end. 
 
 
Presentation Hymn 380, verse 3 
 From all that dwell below the skies                                Tune: Old 100th

 Descant: Bruce Smedley (b.1946) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                                  BCP p. 367 
     Celebrant:        The Lord be with you. 

 People:           And also with you. 

 Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts. 

 People:           We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People:           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus S 130                                                                  arr. Richard Proulx 
 

Memorial Acclamation S 136                                                           adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933) 
 

Great Amen S 143                                                adapt. Mason Martens 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                                                                                                                 BCP p. 364 
 

Agnus Dei S 164                                         arr. Richard Proulx 
 
 

 

The Communion of the People: We welcome all baptized Christians to the altar rail for bread and wine. You may 1) sip the chalice by 
guiding the chalice to your lips or 2) have the chalice bearer dip (intinct) the bread for you. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Prayers 
for healing and thanksgiving are offered in the Lady Chapel. 
 
Communion Hymn 341 
 For the bread which you have broken                                 Tune: Omni die  
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Ministers In Service  

Choir of Saint John’s 

Soprano 
Katherine Barnwell 
Cayce Murphy  
Sarah Pratcher 
Alyce Tarver Wells 

Alto 
Kim Mullins 
Tressa Tiner  
Sarah Wilkinson 
 

Tenor 
Dillon Burnette 
Caleb Pratcher 
Bruce Smedley 
 

Bass 
E. Alston Meeks, Jr. 
Warner Moore 
Lily Erin Parker 
Dominick White  

Preacher________________________________________________________________The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III 
Celebrant _____________________________________________________________________  The Rev. Eyleen Farmer 
Deacon_____________________________________________________________________ Deacon Debbie McCanless 
Lectors 
   10:30______________________________________________________________________  Kay Liles, Brad Trammell 
    5:30______________________________________________________________________________ Andrew Morgret  
Eucharistic Ministers _____________________________________________ Brad Trammell, Allison Pace, Alan Pritchard  
Verger_______________________________________________________________________________  Lucy Blackwell  
Ushers   ___________________________________________________________________Team 3, Leader: John Murrah  
Altar Guild _______________________________________________________________Team 3, Leader:  Susan Peeples 
Medical Guild  _________________________________________________________________________ Jay McDonald  
St. Julian Guild ____________________________________________________________ Claire Bradley, Andrea Stratton 
Live Stream______________________________________________________________________________Erin Raccah  
Acolytes______________________________Team, St. Michael: Sarah Davis McAllister,  John McAllister, Wyatt McAllister 

Warren Milnor, Eloise Milnor, Finch Avant        
Organist-Choirmaster ________________________________________________________________ Dr. Vernon Snyder 

Post-Communion Prayer (in unison)  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn 471 
 We sing the praise of him who died                                    Tune: Breslau 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   

 People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Postlude                                      Mode de sol, No. 8, Huit Pièces modales pour orgue            Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 
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Altar Flowers  

Given to the Glory of God 

High Altar 
 

In Honor of the baptism of James Randall Jefferson, III and In Memory of his Great Grandparents: 
 
 
 
 
 

By His Grandparents Margaret and Randy Jefferson  

Memorials and Honorariums 

Stewardship 2023  
Thank you! Ninety–five percent of parishioners have submitted their pledges. If you haven’t, it is time. Feel 
free to take advantage of our new Online Pledge Card by scanning the QR code to make your pledge to-
day!  
 

 

 

 
 

Saint John’s Newcomer’s Social: Sunday, February 12 at 6 PM 
New to Saint John's? Please join us or bring a newcomer to an evening social welcoming visitors and those wishing to 
learn more about our wonderful church family. Clergy, Saint Julian’s Guild, and Vestry representatives will gather for a 
festive night of hospitality from 6-8PM at the home of Eleanor and Jason Higginbotham. See Parish Email for details. 
 

“More To It” Boys Basketball Event: February 25, 9-11 AM 
The PLC will host a basketball event for boys ages 7-17 on Feb. 25. There will be a special guest motiva-
tional speaker and an opportunity for participants to win tickets to the following Sunday’s Memphis Tigers 
basketball game on Feb. 26. There’s more to this event than meets the eye! Tickets are $25 per person. 
Scan code to register.  
 
 

Music at Saint John’s: Kala Maxym  and Vernon Snyder, Sunday February 19 at 3 PM 
Please join us Sunday, February 19 at 3:00 pm to enjoy a performance of Art Songs of Latin America.  
 

 

Volunteers for Calvary's Waffle Shop are Needed: February 23 through March 31, 2023  
Contact Debbie Balling at 901-335-4001 to reserve your volunteer shift for Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays. 
 
 

January Slots Open for Lunch Deliveries at the Hospitality Hub 
We provide and serve lunch to a Wednesday Work Local crew of 12 people at the Washington Avenue address. Food 
should be delivered by 11 AM, so the pickup times will be 10:30-10:45 AM in St. John's parking lot.  
 

Announcements 

Jane Streetman Cotter 
Paul Eric Cotter 
Edwin Archinald Dalrymple 
Nere Elexus Day 

Ann Lawerence Day 
Lucius Lamar Heiskell 
Catherine Goodnight Jefferson 
Barbara Heiskell Mills 

Julie Bondurant Mills 
Micajah Sturdivant Mills 

In Memory of Anne Thomas Phillipy  
By Mary and Bill Loveless, 

Elizabeth Daughdrill, 
Margaret Eldridge 

 
 
 

In Memory of Ellen Lewis Fortas 
By The Poindexter Family,  
Cynthia Gamblin Burton, 

Mary Katherine and Elmer Stout   
 Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Lamberson  

 Leslie and AndrewTaylor  
Amy Carney  

 Erin and Christopher Lee 
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VESTRY 

STAFF 

stjohnsmemphis.org 
3245 Central Ave, Memphis TN 38111-4409 

Office hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am 4:30pm 
(901) 323-8597 

 For contactless giving: 
 

Text 

to (901) 329-3645 

Connect with us: 

January 29—February 4  

(29)   Emily Kay 
(30)   Will Benton III, Cole O’Keeffe, Walker Hays IV, 
        Andrew Tancredi 
(31)  Mary Virginia Smith, Margo Burbank, Hilary Dow-Ward, 
        Jenna Bartkiewicz 
(1)  Sissie Griffin, Jane Gully, Beverly Williams,  

      Whitney Robbins 
(2) Kenny Farrell 
(3) Mary Ellen Hoehn, Stillman McFadden Jr., Lee Calhoun, 
(4)  Bob E. Mallory Sr. 

The Rev. James P. Biedenharn III, Rector 
The Rev. Eyleen Farmer, Assisting Priest 
The Rev. Debbie McCanless, Deacon 
The Rev. Robert L. Van Doren, Jr., Assisting Priest 
Dr. Vernon Snyder, Organist-Choirmaster 
Antoinette Cheney, Parish Administrator 
Penny Vincent, Financial Manager 
Allison Pace, Director of  Parish Family 

India Rose, Communication Administrator 
Michel Swanigan, Director of Parish Life Center 
Marcia Noordemeer, Director of Parent’s Day Out 
Leigh Robinson, Nursery Coordinator, Financial Assistant 
Kenny Turner, Facilities Manager 

Stanley Ward, Sexton 

Class of 2023 
Dorothy Burke 
Philip Freeburg 

Veazey Krausnick 
Terry Robertson 

Caroline Smith, Junior Warden 

Class of 2024 
Ben Bricken 
Lauren Carr 
Abbay Curtis 
Erin Raccah 

Brad Trammell 

Class of 2025 
Oscar Adams 
Anne Brand 

Randy Jefferson 
Susan Mays 
Pam Pierce 


